THE GREAT STATE

similarly marked out from their fellow-citizens, and
this psychological result is indefinitely intensified.
It has always been so with political assemblies,
however democratic their constitution, and in all
probability it always will be so with them.

The divorce between the Politician and the Citizen
is, of course, enormously increased when the former
takes to politics as a profession.

The Professional Politician is the dominant figure
in the Government of all civilised countries to-day,
and nowhere is lie more dominant than in England,
where a large number of innocent persons refuse to
believe in his existence.

That Politics sh.oi.tld become a profession was
perhaps inevitable so soon as the government of
the country was no longer the affair of the citizens
themselves. At any rate, in all known periods
after politics had emerged from the primitive con-
dition of the village community the Professional
Politician lias existed.

1 shall discuss later how far he can be eliminated,
but while lie exists the important thing is to recog-
nise that he does exist, to recognise that in all
Nations which have developed to the point to which
England has developed a class has appeared of
men who make the government of the people their
ordinary means of livelihood.

In moments of high civic excitement it has some-
times been possible to conduct the affairs of state
without the payment of Politicians. This was so,
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